IX.
A FIND OP COINS AT EAST WORLINGTON.
ON the 5th of July, 1895, as a labourer was repairing and banking up a hedge which enclosed an orchard near the house on a farm called Thorndon, locally pronounced as Thornham, in the parish of East Worlington, near Chumleigh, in North Devon, and in the possession and occupation of a Mr. Southwood, his digger struck an earthen vessel, which was broken by the blow, and a quantity of silver coins poured out. The man at once proceeded to look further and to dig round the spot in the hope of finding more. Eventually three earthen (or, as they are called in Devon, " cloamen") vessels were brought to light. They were in the form of the present-day pitchers Q, but they fell to pieces immediately upon being unearthed. The mouth 'of each pitcher was covered with a flat stone, such as might have been picked up at random. These jars had been hidden in a hole dug out of the " coombe '* or back of the hedge, and the hole had been covered over with soil and turf. East Worlington is a village situated on the lesser Dart, five miles north-east of the Lapford Station on the North Devon Railway, nine miles south-east of South Moulton, six miles east of Chumleigh, and about nineteen miles from Exeter. The estate of Thorndon in this parish belonged in the seventeenth century to a family named Cobley. It is generally believed that the then owner went off to the Civil War,